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SUBJECT: NEW BURMESE AMBASSADOR TO THE U.S. 

1 . AS A RESULT OP DIRECT CONTACT WITH HIM (COURTESY CALL ON 
AMBASSADOR BEAN ON JUNE 7 AND DINNER IN HIS HONOR ON JUNE 14 
HOSTED BY AMBASSADOR), EMBASSY CAN NOW ADD SLIGHTLY TO THE 
INPORMATION PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED ON U HLA SHWE, THE NEW BURMESE 
AMBASSADOR TO THE U.S. U HLA SHWE APPEARS TO BE WARM, PRIENDLY 
AND RATHER TALKATIVE BUT NOT AGGRESSIVE NOR DOES HE APPEAR TO 
BE SOPHISTICATED. 

2. DAW TIN TIN SEIN (MRS. U HLA SHWE) DOES NOT SPEAK ENGLISH 
AND GIVES THE IMPRESSION OF NOT ONLY BEING UNSOPHISTICATED BUT 
INEXPERIENCED IN CONTACT WITH POREIGNERS. (SHE WAS VISIBLY ILL 
AT EASE AT THE DINNER TABLE APPARENTLY BECAUSE OF LACK OF 
KNOWLEDGE OP WESTERN POOD, TABLE SETTINGS AND UTENSILS, 

HOWEVER, DURING THE PRE AND POST-DINNER CONVERSATION SHE 
PARTICIPATED WHEN THERE WAS SOMEONE A VAIL ABLE TO TRANSLATE POR 
HER. EMBASSY SUSPECTS SHE WILL HAVE GREAT DIPFICULTY ADJUSTING 
TO LIFE IN WASHINGTON IN GENERAL AND THE DIPLOMATIC LIFE IN 
PARTICULAR. 

3. U HLA SHWE CONFIRMED THAT THREE OP HIS POUR CHILDREN WILL 
ACCOMPANY HIM TO WASHINGTON. HE SAYS THEIR ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
COMPETENCE IS RATHER LIMITED. NEVERTHELESS HE HOPES TO ENROLL THEM 
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IN AMERICAN SCHOOLS (ONE IS AN EIGHTH STANDARD STUDENT, ONE IS 
SECOND YEAR UNIVERSITY AND THE THIRD IS BEGINNING UNIVERSITY). 

4. DURING BOTH THE COURTESY CALL AND DINNER, U HLA SHWE TOLD 
AMBASSADOR BEAN THAT HIS GOVERNMENT PELT THAT U.S.-BURMESE 
RELATIONS HAD BECOME WARMER AND WOULD CONTINUE TO DO SO. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


5. U HLA SHWE AND FAMILY WILL ARRIVE WASHINGTON (DULLES) ON 
FRIDAY, JUNE 23, FROM PARIS ON BOARD THE AIR FRANCE CONCORDE 
FLIGHT. 

BEAN 
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